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CATCH LIMITSFOR KING AND SPANISH MACKEREL

NOAA Fisheries recently has approved a number of changesin
the catch gedfications far king and Spanih mackerel. The
approved catch specifi cationsaresummarized below. For spedfic
infor mati on on thecurrent regulations, interested persons should
contact the Southeast Regional Office, a access the web page
listed above

GULF GROUP KING MACKEREL

Fishing Year The fishing year for Gulf group king mackerel is
July 1 through June 30, except for the run-around gillne fishery
(seebelow). Commercial seasons d o when therespedive quotas
are met.

TAC, Allocation, and Quota The total allowable catch (TAQ)
for this group is 10.6 million pounds (MP). The recreational
alocation is 7.21 MP, and the commercial quotais 3.39 MP.

Bag Limits The daily bag limit is 2 king meackerel pe person,
except for a zero-fish bag li mit for captains and crews of for-hire
vessls.

New Subzones and Quaas The Florida west coast subzone has
been divided into a northern and southern area (see Figure 1).
The northern area extends in Federa waters from the
Alabama/Florida boundary to the LegCollier County line year-
round. The southern area extends in Federal waters from the
Lee/Collier County line to the Manroe/Miami-Dade County line
(i.e., off Callier and Monr oe counties) from November 1 through
March 31, and from the Lee/Collier County line to the
Colli er/M onroe County line (i.e., off Collier County) from April
1 through Octobe 31. A specific quotaisin effed for each of the
subzones (Table 1).

Gillnet Fishery: Changes Affecting Operational Area and
Fishing Season Therun-around gillnet fishery for Gulf group
king mackerel isrestri cted to the Floridawest coast southernarea,
and the fishery is subject to a new opening date. The fishery
opensat 6:00 am. easter n standard ti me on the Tuesday followving
the Martin Luther King, Jr., hdidayin Januay. The fdlowing
weekend will be goen if the quota has not been taken. All
subsequent weekendsand holidays will beclosed. Weekend and
holiday closures would be from 6:00 am. Saturday to 6:00 am.
Monday, eastern standard time (or to Tuesday if Monday is a
holiday). During these closures, aper son aboard avessel using or
possessing a gillnet with a stretched-mesh size of 4.75 inches
(12.1 cm) or larger in the Horida west caast subzane will not be
allowe to fish for or possess Gulf group king madkerel.

Commercial Trip Limits Commercial trip limits for Gulf group
king mackerd vary by sason and area. See Talde 1.

ATLANTIC GROUPKING MACKEREL

Fishing Year Thefishingyear for Atlantic migratory groupking
mackerel isApril 1through March 31. For the area between the
Volusia/Brevard and Miami-Dade/Monroe County boundaries,
king mackerel areconsidered tobe part of the Atlanti c group from
April 1 though October 31.

TAC, Allocation, and Quota The total allowable catch (TAC)
for this group will increase from 8.4 MP to 10.0 MP, effective
August 2, 2000. Under the 10.0 MP TAC, the recreational

allocation will be 6.29 MP, and the commercial quaa will be
3. 71 MP.

Bag Limits Therecreational daily bag limit is 3 king mackerel
per peron from New York through Georgia and 2 king
mackerel per person off Florida.

Commercial Trip Limit Commercia trip limits for Atlantic
migratay group king mackerel vary by season and area (see
Tablel). For commercial vessds fishing for Atlanticgroup king
mackerel betweentheV oluga/Brevard and Miami-D ade/M onroe
County boundari esbetween April 1and Octobe 31, thetrip limit
is50 fish, but effective August 2, 2000, will increase to75 fih.

GULF GROUP SPANISH MACKEREL

TAC, Allocation, and Quota The TAC for this group is9.1
MP. Therecreational allocationis3.913 MPand the commercial
guotais 5.187 MP.

Bag Limit The daily bag limit is 15 fish per person in federal
waters o the Gulf from Florida through Texas.

ATLANTIC GROUP SPANISH MACKEREL

TAC, Allocation, and Quota The TAC for this group will
increase to 7.04 MP, effective August 2, 2000. The recreational
allocation will be 3.17 MP, and the commercia quota will be
3.87 MP.

Bag Limit The daily bag limit is currently 10 fish per person.
Effective August 2, 2000, the bag limit will increase to 15 fish
per person in federal waters from New Y ork through southeast
Florida.

Commercial Trip Limits The daily trip limit off the Florida
east coad is 1,500 pounds from April 1 through August 1.
Effective August 2, 2000, thetrip limit regimefor thefishery off
the Florida east coast will be simplified (see Table 1). Effective
August 2, 2000, for thefirst part of thefishingyear (Stage 1), the
daily trip limit will be 3,500 pounds from April 1 to November
31. Begnning December 1 (Stage I1), unlimited daily harveg is
allowed on Monday through Friday, with a1,500 pound trip limit
on Saturday and Sunday. When 75 percent of the adjusted quota
istaken (Stage 1), triplimitsreduce to 1,500 pounds. Once the
adjusted qudais met (Stage IV), trip limits are further reduced
500 paunds for theremainder of the fishing year.

FOR ALL AREAS

Retention and Sale of Cut-Off (damaged) king and Spanish
mackerel To reduce waste in the commerdal fisheries,
possess on of aut-off (damaged) king or Spanish madkerel that
comply with the minimum size limitsand the trip limits will be
allowed inthe Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South AtlanticEEZ. Sale
of such cut-off fish will be allowed. Thisisin addition to the
exiging allowance for possess on and retenti on of amaximum of
five cut-off (damaged) king mackerd that are not subjed to the
sizelimitsor trip limits, but that cannot be sold or purchased, nor
counted against the trip limit.




Size Limits The minimum size limit for king mackerel is 24
inches, and 12 inches for Spanish madkerel.

Tablel. Mackerel Catch Specifications. Total AllowvableCatch (TAC), recreational allocations, commercial quaa, daily bag limits,
trip limits and fishing years for the various mackerel fisheries of the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico. All quantities are in pounds
(MP gqualsmillions of pounds) except whee noted asnumbe's of fish. Baglimitsare in numbers of fish per person per day. Recent
regulati on changesfor king and Spanish macker e stocksinthe South Atlantic which becomeeffedive August 2, 2000, areinbolditalics

COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL CURRENT RECREATIONAL DAILY
TAC QUOTA TRIPLIMITS FISHING Y EAR ALLOCATION BAGLIMITS
KING MACKEREL
Atlantic Group 10,000,000 3,710,000 6,290,000
NY to Hagler/VVdusia County 3,500 Apr1l-Mar 31 3:NY-GA
Flagler/VolusiatoVolusiaBrevard 3,500 Apr1-0Oct3l 2:FL
Volus aBrevard to Miami-Dade/Monroe 50 fish Aprl-Augl
Volusia/Brevard to Miami-Dade/M onroe 75 fish Aug 2-Oct 31
HoridaK eys (M onroe County) 1,250 Apr1-0Oct 31
Gulf Group 10,600,000 3,390,000 Jul 1 - Jun 30 7,210,000 2:TX-FL
O0:Capt/crew For-
Hire
Western Zone (TX-AL) 1,050,000 3,000 Jul 1 - Jun 30
Eastern Zone (FL) 2,340,000
East Coast Subzone 1,082,250 50 fish Nov 1- Mar 31
West Coast Subzone
Northern Hook-and-Line 175,500 1,250* Jul 1 -Jun 30
Southern
Hook-and-Line 541,125 1,250 Jul 1 -Jun 30
Gillnet 541,125 25,000 Jar? - Jun 30
SPANISH MACKEREL
Atlantic Group 7,040,000 3,870,000 3,170,000 10:NY L (4/1-8/1)
Northern (NY-GA) 3,500 15:NY-FL (8/2-
3/31)
Southern (FL) Stage | 1,500 Aprl -Aug.1
Stage | 3,500 Aug 2 - Nov 30
Stage |13 Unlimited (M-F) Decl- 2715 MP
1,500 (Sat-Sun)
Stage 11 1,500 2.715 MP-3.&2 MP
Stage 1V 500 3.620 MP-3.87 MP
Gulf Group 9,100,000 5,187,000 Aprl-Mar31l 3,913,000 15:TX-A

1 When 75% of the quota is taken, the trip limit is reduced to 500 pounds until the quota is met

2 Fishey opens at 6:00 a.m. local time the Tuesday fdlowing theMartin Luther King, Jr. Holiday

3 During Stage | I, Spanish mackerel taken in com pliance with the trip limit schedule and retained on a vessel terminating atrip prior to 6:00 am. will not be considered in
possession, provided the vessd is not underway after 6:00 a.m. and the fish are unloaded prior to 6:00 p.m. that same day.

FIGURE 1. GULF GROUP KING MACKEREL SEASONAL BOUNDARIES

(April 1 - Oct 31)
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